11. New MIDI Services on Windows 11 - 2026 Updates

The new Windows 11 MIDI Services Native MIDI 2.0 support in Windows 11 is arriving through

"Windows MIDI Services," rolling out to supported retail releases of Windows 11 24H2 and 25H2
starting in February 2026 and it provides the following options. To check if you have it there is a

tool by Microsoft here that checks if the MIDI services are installed.

Make sure the option "Use names compatible with previous versions of the Windows MIDI
APIs" is selected.

< Windows MIDI and Musician Settings PREVIEW Find a setting, endpoint, or port Q . @WWEM - =) A

O Set the Windows MIDI Service (midisrv.exe) to auto-start with Windows, to reduce delays when apps call MIDI
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~ Default MIDI 1.0 Port Naming

& The option chosen here will be the default approach for naming MIDI 1.0 API ports using classic MIDI 1.0 in-box or vendor drivers. The default naming 2pproach
ey can be overridden on a per-device basis if desired.
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ol If you have many existing projects using your MIDI 1.0 devices and need to keep naming compatibility so the devices are automatically discovered by your DAW
okt or other app, we recommend using the classic port names. Otherwise, the new style names are usually more informative
A This change will require a MIDI Service restart before it will take effect.
{“} o Use names compatible with previous versions of Windows MIDI APIs, and preserve compatibility with saved MIDI projects in applications.

‘ O Use newer-style port names preferred by MIDI device manufacturers. (For USB devices, these names use the iJack name when available).

Restart MIDI Service

Update April 2026

a recent Windows 11 update creates issues with MIDI 1.0 virtual ports, so the above solution of
enabling loopback ports doesn't work.

https://devblogs.microsoft.com/windows-music-dev/windows-midi-services-rollout-known-issues-

and-workarounds/



https://blogs.windows.com/windowsexperience/2026/02/17/making-music-with-midi-just-got-a-real-boost-in-windows-11/
https://microsoft.github.io/MIDI/
https://kb.mpmidi.com/uploads/images/gallery/2026-03/fW8Z9Z0VSACiJmVA-win11-midi-update4x.jpg
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/windows-music-dev/windows-midi-services-rollout-known-issues-and-workarounds/
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/windows-music-dev/windows-midi-services-rollout-known-issues-and-workarounds/

Bug: Dynamic ports (loopMIDI, loopBE,
virtualTE / teVirtualMIDI / rtpMIDI) are
not always visible.

Status: Preview Fix Available on Discord, in-Windows fix coming end of April

Problem: Third-party drivers which dynamically create MIDI ports in Windows do
not work as before. Unless the ports were created before the service was started,
they are not visible. Additionally, if you have more than 16 loopback ports defined
in either loopBE or loopMIDI, only 16 will be available, and the names may be
messed up.

The primary issue is the order in which the various components (the third-party
product, the MIDI Service, the app) start up. But it can be difficult to align that in a

way which functions in the way you want.

The Window MIDI github repository states the following:

Until these are in the main Windows releases, please use the Service Plugin installers from the rc3

release. The MIDI Settings app will work with those builds.

e MIDI 1.0 Basic Loopback Intel / AMD x64

You can also get the fix from the discord https://aka.ms/mididiscord

We suggest to uninstall any MIDI related updates from Window as at the time being the seem to be
experimental to avoid any disruption of working MIDI ports.
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